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the victory of the Crucified over death, but, as its
seal and pledge, they were the cause of its liberation
from slumber, and of its reinforcement

They believed and therefore they saw; they saw
and therefore they believed; faith and vision were
organically one and correlative, as the real object
and its mirrored reflex or shadow.

6. FAITH AND SENTIMENT

" It is the Spirit which giveth life ; the flesh profiteth
nothing " ; it is in the love of Christ according to the
Spirit, and not according to the flesh, that Eternal
Life is found. " The visions of S. Gertrude are true,
are they not ?" a devout Catholic lady recently
asked a priest. " I do not know/' was the reply.
" But Catholics believe them, don't they ? " "I cannot
say." "I heard some one say that they were not
binding, and it did me harm." " I am sorry," said
the priest. "Does not the Pope believe in them
and in the revelations of Blessed M. Mary Alacoque ? "
"For all I know he may." "The Church accepts
them, does she not ?" "I do not know." " You
believe them, do you not ? " "I do not know them."
" They tell us all about our Lord, and without them
one would know nothing of Him." "Do you ever
read the Gospels ? " " Oh no, they are so dry !"

This instinctive sense of a specific difference between
the Christ of the Gospels and the Christ of the
visionaries is deeply significant. It may be questioned
whether there be anything in common but the name.
Doubtless the latter is, in some sense, a development
of the mystical Pauline or Johannine Christ; but in